CHAPTER  X
THE LEGISLATIVE  HISTORY   OF  WHITE  ZINC
PAINT
THE poisonous properties of white lead occupied the
attention of investigators for a long time, but so long
as the use of paint in buildings was somewhat restricted,
few efforts were made to substitute any other basis colour
for white lead. It was only, in 1779, that Courtois, a
manufacturing chemist attached to the laboratory of the
Academy of Dijon, discovered not white zinc but the pro-
perty which it possessed of not blackening under the con-
ditions in which white lead blackened. A little later,
another celebrated chemist, Guyton De Morveau, who
collaborated with the illustrious Lavoisier in creating
chemical language, was the first to propose to replace
white lead by zinc oxide. In painting, he pointed out
that white zinc did not dry so well as white lead, and
observed, on this point, that, by adding to the white
zinc paint a small amount of sulphate of the same
metal, this drawback was partially remedied. At this
time, Courtois, seeing himself encouraged by such a
scientific authority, undertook the manufacture of white
zinc on the large scale ; then he established retail shops,
in Dijon, and in Paris itself. The first applications of